
 

 

 

“Between 40 and 50”  
Ascension Day + Easter 7 – 6/2/2019 – Lk 24:44-53 + John 17:20-26 

 
 Looking back, three years is a long time. Three years before returning to God, Jesus met 
Peter, James and John by sea, Matthew by a Roman tax table, and freed Mary Magdalene from 
being possessed of seven demons. His verbal call to follow me grew and grew until it became a 
“heart call,” a claim on their relationship and their very lives. Once our hearts get involved, time 
can race or stop, but rarely feels like a 24-hour day again.  
 For three years the disciples were completely unhooked from the rat race their lives had 
been as they struggled to survive, to provide for their families, to keep faithful under the rule of 
Rome.  Unhooking from time is a state we rarely achieve, except for prolonged vacations or 
funerals that are scheduled hastily, weddings of close friends or family, or sudden, unexpected 
accidents or illnesses. 
   It takes something truly powerful to change our lives. 
   It takes a true power to make us accept that move.  
 The disciples followed Jesus – each for their own reasons - none of which we know. Did 
they need new friends? Were they sick and tired of being sick and tired? Was the world moving 
faster than they wanted or away from what they remembered fondly from their past? Or were 
they in it for the new ideas, the miraculous experiences? Were they looking for the emotional 
rollercoaster of Holy Week, or the glorious revealing of Easter’s Resurrection? 
 Maybe they needed something different in their lives so they could either Step Up or 
Disappoint?   Maybe Peter, Judas, Thomas and the rest were just trying to find out who they really 
were, what they were made of. Whatever their reasons, the verbal call became a heart call and 
they followed Jesus with their bodies and their souls. 
 Thursday was Ascension Day – Jesus’ last goodbye to his life in human form.  40 days after 
Easter, his wilderness wandering was done, and he made his own Ex-odus (ex= out; odus = the 
way. Literally, “the way out”) to return to God. And those who had stopped their life in this world, 
for him, were not told to Go! Do! as Matthew records, but in Luke’s words, to Wait in the city until 
they were clothed with power from on high.  
 In ten more days the power would come.  Jews would gather for Pentecost, already a 
festival for celebrating the giving of the Law – and the followers of Jesus would be given the power 
to change lives on that same day – imagine the feeling of receiving that kind of power! It would be 
like falling in love and wanting your life to change!  It would be true power that moves us beyond 
ourselves to care and concern for others. 
 Did you ever notice that after a tornado, flood, or other destruction, we always hear, those 
affected state, “we will rebuild…these are just things/stuff/replaceable – but thank God we’re 
alive. Because you can’t replace human relationships – you can’t replace people. Just a few days 
ago – in an interview with traffic copter pilot Johnny Rowlands (who had been in the air reporting 
for 24 hours covering the recent tornado, said he did that dangerous work so that his witness 
might convince folks to get to their safe space.  “It gives my life meaning, being there for others…”  
then his voice broke, filled with emotion. One life - literally clothed with power from on high - 
changed for good. 
 Mostly, we live between the 40 and 50th days – between Jesus’ reunion with God at his 
Ascension, and our time of waiting, and praying for the Holy Spirit to fill us with power, as first 
happened on the 50th day of Easter, the Day of Pentecost.  I always used to think the Holy Spirit 
came for first time at Pentecost, but no! this is not a one-time-only offer! The  Holy Spirit comes 



 

 

 

over and over! All through the Bible – both Old and New Testaments - the power of God is 
“overshadowing” folks: for Mary, “the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of God will 
overshadow you, and you will conceive a son.  At Jesus’ Transfiguration, the power of God 
overshadowed the mountaintop, and finally, on Pentecost, the disciples were overwhelmed by the 
Spirit of God.  And now, we, too have received that spiritual power.  And, People of God, with that 
power, we have work to do!  
 You’ve heard me talk often of our faith as a patchwork quilt - bits and pieces from various 
sources – some of them will last forever, but some will wear out and need to be replaced from time 
to time.  Preacher Tom Long says: (These days) “folks are reconstructing their theology.  It’s our job 
to give them some raw material…”  
 I belong to a small group of women clergy that meet regularly.  One of them was sharing 
this week about a dinner she had just attended.  It was a coalition of non-profit organizations in 
and around KC, and she was seated at a table for 10.  She knew none of the other nine.  So the 
evening was spent sharing stories of their work and their lives, and she was incredibly impressed 
with how God’s work was being done with such compassion from so many different groups.  
Finally, someone asked, “where do you all go to church?” 
And none of them, save my friend, none of them go to church anymore.  Now, I wonder if today’s 
atheists, agnostics, and non-religious folks are not really telling the whole truth – what I hope is 
that they are NOT indifferent to God, but that maybe they just haven’t found a place that feeds 
their hearts…a place where God makes sense and God’s people actually live out what makes a 
difference; what has meaning in the world.  
 Maybe I’m naïve.  But I worry that the Church has gotten a bit stuck between 40 and 50? 
Are we still waiting for something to happen to empower us to do the work clearly given to us? Is 
the Holy Spirit not enough to give us the strength to give our hearts to the poor, the immigrant, the 
lost, the ones in pain? 
 Have you, too, decided not to be part of the Church anymore in the sense that you no longer 
ask to be filled, to be called into serving, to be drawn into studying the Holy Scriptures and to find 
true power and meaning in living out Mercy, Justice and kindness?  
Have we forgotten how to pray? Can we rejoice as Mary does in the Magnificat, responding to 
God’s call for her whole self, body and soul?  Can we lament and struggle with God as Jesus did in 
the Garden? Can we pray for others using the Lord’s Prayer, that he, himself, taught us?  
 John 17 is personal: Jesus is praying for us, that we may all be one – not all the same, but 
united in the power that comes first from God’s love –  
  So that the world may believe; so that the world knows God’s love 
  so that the love with which God has loved Jesus may be in us. 
Think on this. Think deeply about what this means: God’s love for Jesus is in us. How can we 
possibly keep it to ourselves? Amen. 
 
Pastor Susan Langhauser 
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