
“Serving God and Money” 
Pentecost 15 – September 22, 2019 – Luke 16:1-13 

 

 At last Spring’s Festival of Homiletics, scholar and author Brian McLaren guided 
some 1500 preachers in attendance in an exercise which I’d like to share with you today. 
Would you please stand? Make sure that both your hands are free. Now go to your wallet or 
purse and take out a credit card and a bill. While you are doing that, recall Jesus holding a 
coin, and famously saying: Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the 
things that are God’s. Now, take your two items and hold them up high. These are the 
tickets for you to participate in the world’s economic system. And today, they also admit 
you into a bit of Spiritual Self-examination. Now please close your eyes and take a moment 
to think about these questions: What can you do because you have financial means? What 
can you not do because of a lack of money? What is in charge of how you live, and how 
much influence does money have on your life? And finally, how much hold or claim does 
money have on you vs. the hold or claim God has on you? I’ll give you a moment of silence 
to ponder…Thanks. You may now put away your money, and be seated. It makes me smile 
to imagine those 1500 preachers at 1500 churches across America doing this to prepare for 
their preaching on today’s story of the dishonest manager! 
 Before we begin that exploration, make a note: Chapters 14-16 are the guts (or 
maybe I should say the heart, of Jesus’ teaching in Luke. For some context, we go back a few 
chapters. It started at a table, Jesus dining with the Pharisees and religious elite. They hated 
that Jesus kept breaking the law – eating with sinners, touching lepers, healing on the 
Sabbath. In fact, they couldn’t stand that Jesus was treating the poor, downtrodden, unclean 
and needy as equal to them, as having the same value as the rich and powerful! So Jesus 
unleashes 3 parables about lost things (1 sheep, 1 coin, 1 son) and 2 stories: the Dishonest 
Manager and the Rich Man and Lazarus, in hopes that they might engage in some spiritual 
self-evaluation, too! 
 In the economic world of Jesus, Rome is always the backdrop of daily life. Rome 
needed products grown in the north: bread. wine. olive oil. This produced three distinct 
levels of society. Rich investors were allowed to buy up the family farms. They hired 
managers, or stewards, to pay the taxes, to oversee the tenant farmers and collect regular 
tribute which they sold for whatever money they could get. A shrewd middleman stood to 
profit wildly, and in time, the manager could become a rich man himself. He could climb the 
ladder to success. 
 Now recall the gospel story from Luke. The rich man has fired his steward for 
squandering, the same word used for Prodigal Son, squandered his inheritance. 
(Squandering means wasting, spending recklessly, mismanaging.) Now, maybe the 
manager was pocketing much more than his share. Maybe he was figuring that since he had 
done the work, he deserved the prime cut. But please note, that unlike many 
interpretations of this guy, there is no desperation in his actions.  “What will I do?  I cannot 
dig and I am ashamed to beg.  I know what I will do!” Jobless, he must come up with a Plan 
B - which he does, in about 10 seconds! And how does he avoid desperation? He changes 
allegiances. He realizes that the rich guy doesn’t give a rip about him, so he wheels and 
deals direct, forgiving debts owed to the rich man. In doing so, he begins to see friends and 
colleagues among the sinners, just like Jesus.   



 Surprise!  The Rich man commends him for it!  Jesus, by the way, also commends 
him – but for different reason. Jesus is pleased that he has changed his affiliation from the 
upper class, to value and accept the lower class. Jesus also cautions him, “Make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 
into the eternal homes…” Obviously no one can do that save God!  Jesus is not above using 
sarcasm. He was great in creative problem solving; he often colored outside the lines. 
Sometimes, telling stories like this one, I want to just say out loud: Jesus was not only a 
political animal, he was also wicked smart. He wants the religious community to be as 
creative in their faithfulness to God, as the manager was about his post-layoff future. 
 But here is the Point today: It’s all about the Money. Did you know, that except 
for the Kingdom of God, Jesus talked more about money than any other topic. So, if we think 
the church shouldn’t be talking about money, we simply aren’t being faithful to the example 
of Jesus. And following Jesus is hard. So, this story points to the reason why it is so hard. 
For 400 years, the American church has survived by telling you that you CAN love God and 
money at the same time…while the bottom line of Jesus’ message is you cannot: You cannot 
serve two masters – you’ll either hate one and love the other; or be devoted to one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and money.” Now there is nothing wrong with money – it 
is a tool to take care of those in need. But 1Timothy 6.10, often misquoted, says: “the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil; in eagerness to be rich some have wandered away (and 
hurt themselves.) Just like the Prodigal Son wandered from home - and suffered. Just like 
the Manager forgot – the wealthy were bound to provide for poor. 
 Each day, we choose who we will serve. Tomorrow, we will choose again. We 
live enslaved to the world, regularly tempted to choose unwisely. But think about how both 
the Prodigal Son and the Dishonest Manager had grace poured out on them. Just as you 
have. Just as I have. Even so, if you have never received mercy, keep your money. But, if you 
have ever felt the blessing of God’s presence, the relief of receiving forgiveness, or release 
from the captivity of judgment, then for the love of God, rejoice in the Lord. Money is 
unworthy of your love – but God is not.  AMEN. 
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