
 

 

 

“Get outta the house…” 

Pentecost 16 – Sept 9, 2018 – Mark 7:24-37 

 

 In 2003, David Hajdu of the Atlantic Monthly shared the story of Wynton Marsalis (jazz 

trumpet/improve. master) gig in an out of the way New York City Jazz Club.  In the middle of a 

particularly soul-shaking, heart-wrenching piece, and just as he was approaching the climax, a cell 

phone rang in the back of the club.  Marsalis reportedly arched an eyebrow and duplicated the ringtone 

exactly.  He then went on to improvise over and over again, incorporating that ringtone and finishing, 

finally, with the original music.  Seamlessly.  

 It makes me wonder how we are doing at incorporating all the distractions of what’s going on in 

our world, in the music of our lives of faith?  This week has had plenty of disturbing distractions: Nike 

hires Colin Kaepernick as their spokesman.  The New York Times publishes an anonymous opinion 

editorial claimed to be penned by a White House insider. We are surrounded by daily examples of 

racism, sexism and just plain bad behaviors, to the point where we might not even want to get out of 

bed, but burrow under the pillow for solace and safety. 

 So the good news that finally arrived was not a moment too soon. Yes! The FBI has recovered 

the lost 4
th

 pair of the Ruby Slippers. I can tell by your faces that I need say no more. But, do you 

remember the most classic scene in The Wizard of Oz? Dorothy and Toto leave the black and white 

world of her house, dropped into the Land of Oz by a Kansas twister, and open the door to something 

movie-goers had never seen before.  Dorothy stepped into the Land of Oz in amazing technicolor and our 

eyes have never really been the same. It was a brand new world for Dorothy and for those seeing movie color 

for the very first time. 

 A Brand New World is really what Christianity is all about.  Jesus of Nazareth came into this 

world to save it with New Life, and we are called to do exactly the same work with our hands.Obviously 

we can’t do it quite like Jesus did, but take heart! Sometimes even Jesus didn’t do it as well as we might 

think. The Gospel of Mark tells stories that are illustrations of a bigger point, a larger story. So in 

today’s Story #1, Jesus has left Jerusalem, gone north to non-Jewish (Gentile) territory, to get away. 

There, a woman of Syro-Phoenician origin (ancient enemies of Israel) finds him, kneels and begs Jesus 

to take away the demon who has possessed her little daughter. (And here is another woman in the Bible 

without a name, just a description – “The Syro-Phoenician Woman.”) 

 It is hard to hear this story and not wonder, “ What in the world is going on with Jesus? He’s 

being so crabby.  He’s actually rude. And Jesus is not supposed to be that way! He tells her to wait. 

Even worse, he tells her to wait while he takes care of his own children of Israel, rather than feed hungry 

“dogs” under their table. In case you missed it, basically Jesus is calling Gentiles “dogs.”  And that 

would include us – for none of us here are Jewish! 

 But, as if she’s heard it all before, the woman doesn’t seem to be offended or discouraged, but 

turns his words around – sort of like a Judo move, where you take on the weight of opponent and turn it 

back on that opponent, using their weight to your advantage. She took the weight of Jesus’ words and 

turned them to her advantage! So, this is her moment of New Life – her step from black and white into 

technicolor. This unnamed woman, believer, became Jesus’ mentor that day. 

 You know, Jesus kicked off his ministry in Mark with an exorcism – so, casting out the little 

girl’s demon, starts a whole New Thing for Jesus. Which you might miss, if Mark didn’t put the next 

story in to follow immediately. 

 Story #2–Another one begging for healing, desperate with hope. It is very likely that this 

man, too, was a Gentile, NOT a child of Israel. (And, being fair, an unnamed man, deaf and mute, with 

impeded speech.) So, what if Mark intends THIS MAN as a symbol of a new phase in Jesus’ life? His 

healing might have been the first fruit of Jesus’ inner struggle to see a bigger picture of a mission, 



 

 

 

beyond the Jews. The command “Ephphatha” (one of the few times we get to hear Jesus speaking his 

own language of Aramaic), echoes not only in the man’s ears as they were healed, but in Jesus’ ears as 

he healed them: Ephphatha - Be opened! 

 Would Jesus allow the woman’s hope to open his eyes to something new?  Something new about 

his Father’s plan for us? It appears so. For Jesus was beginning to grasp a much larger vision of just 

how far God would go to love all of the world. And it just might be that his mission to the children of 

Israel was always meant to teach them how to share and serve, so that even the dogs (remember, that’s 

us) under the table, would be fed. The children of Israel would be the first ones to share the Bread of 

Life, but they would certainly not be the last.  

 Today is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. If you read my pastor’s page in last week’s 

Advisor, you know I heard a speaker at our Synod Assembly who marked the 30
th

 birthday of the ELCA 

with this: 

  “We are 30 years old!  It’s time to get outta the house!” Wonder if God said,, 

  “Hey, Jesus, you’re 33 years old.  It’s time to get outta the house!” and I would add, 

  “Advent, you’re 36 years old.”  It’s time to get outta the house!” 

And show the neighborhood what Jesus showed us, that this life is not about us. We are NOT rugged 

individuals, we are the body of Christ! God will take care of Advent and our community;  WE need to 

take care of the world.  

 So, as we pray to be opened, to overcome resistances to sharing bread, let’s start with some 

small, safe tasks (they still need to be done.) Let’s separate some Legos, stuff some home bags to give a 

foster kid’s first night in a new home a touch of our love. Let’s clean our mile of 151
st
 street, or visit a 

nursing home to listen to voices telling stories we didn’t even know we needed to hear. And let’s pray.  

 Today’s stories are healing stories, and so much more. Both are about BEGGING – but 

illustrate the depth of trust that comes from the heart of the one who begs…I mean, ya gotta believe that 

Jesus brings New Life, or why bother?  So ask for crumbs and receive the abundance of “leftovers” (like 

12 baskets of crumbs left over after 5000 were fed.) Or seek the tiniest bit of contact…like believing that 

merely touching the hem of Jesus’ garment can make you whole.  Perhaps being opened by God is to see 

God is begging you…to get outta the house, to step into a technicolor New Life…to do little things in 

preparation for God’s big thing.  

 Maybe it’s not about us bringing the outside inside, but about our faith pushing us past a 

comfortable inside into the outside –  and enveloping the world’s distracting ringtones with the music of 

God. Amen. 
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