
 

 

“A Vision of Hope - Little Apocalypse”  
23rd Sunday after Pentecost - 11.17.19 - Luke 21:5-19 

 
Can you imagine applying for the job description in today’s passage? 

“You will be working in a chaotic environment: war, earthquakes, famines 
    At entry level, you will be arrested and/or persecuted;  
    Answer unfair charges from priests, wardens, kings and governors. 
   Expectations: you will use these uncomfortable chances for marketing, 
  and “elevator speeches” will be provided 

Downside: Disconnection from family and friends; 
  Unfair malevolence toward you and execution. 

  Compensation: “not a hair on your head will perish; you will gain your soul.”  
Now why would anyone want to seek that position? Yet, while this disturbing Bible passage might 
sound a lot like our current situation, it is what we call apocalyptic literature, in other words, 
“apocalypse’ (cf Zombie Apocalypse) or “end of days” stuff. 
This apocalyptic form is also used in Daniel in the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible and in the book of 
Revelation that ends the New Testament.  Its purpose and function are mostly misunderstood. It is 
NOT intended “predict the  future,” but to encourage hope in God,  In fact, I often say the only thing 
you need to know about the book of Revelation is, “God Wins.” 

Welcome to today’s Gospel story from Luke. (Almost finished…)  We have heard his 
teaching and experienced his miracles. We have passed thru section I’d title, “The Gathering 
Storm” and arrived at the retelling of “Jesus’ last Passover.” He has wept over the city of Jerusalem, 
and entered her gates in the triumph of Palm Sunday. At the Temple, he “cleansed” it from its 
bustling commerce, returning it to its original purpose as a house of prayer. He has been there 
teaching every day of what we call, Holy Week, while the religious factions have all taken their 
best shot at trapping him: 
 The Chief Priests and scribes have questioned his authority, The Pharisees have 
questioned him about paying taxes to Emperor. Remember the story of the coin? “Whose face, 
whose inscription is here?” asks Jesus. “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s; to God what is God’s!” 
Finally, the Sadducees (who did not believe in Resurrection) asking for Jesus to interpret a 
hypothetical situation in Resurrected Life. 

Now, we are hearing Jesus’ last teachings before his end-time. He sits in the shadow of 
the Great Temple in Jerusalem, a magnificent structure finished by Herod the Great in the first 
year of Jesus’ life.  400-500 feet was the area of the Temple Mount, enclosed by walls several 
stories high. And the Temple itself was; white, with gold and silver and precious stones.  It was the 
centerpiece, the symbolic center of spiritual stability for Israel. (And in Luke’s story, the Temple 
itself is good.) 
 Here, Jesus’ life would begin to illustrate his words, “The Kingdom of God is drawing near 
and is among us” - in Him. We are about to witness the smackdown between Jesus, the Church’s 
rock foundation, vs. what will soon be (in 70AD) Rubble. And this was 
his last Passover - festival of freedom from slavery. Jesus knew he’d be taken into bondage, 
captive, and would sacrifice himself.  Jesus knew there would be chaos.  So, he had wept over our 
sinful natures, our stubborn pride that even he could not erase. He wept, because we turned a 
house of prayer into a den of thieves;  
  we turned the authority of God into a human power struggle 
  we turned our Peace from the One who loved us from the first  



 

 

   into a life of Fear of earthly emperors, and 
  we turned the abundant life that God has always envisioned for us 
   into a deadly game of Rules and Judgment.  

So, what are we to do as Christians in times of trial and transition? Sometimes, life 
must be endured, while we wait on the Lord. Perseverance and endurance require strength, but 
Hope requires vision. Being a Christian does nothing to make your life prosperous or easy or 
comfortable. On the contrary. Our calling is to seize the opportunities of hope: to reach out to 
those who are frightened; to contribute not one word to their anxiety; To listen. To pray. To 
support. Hope sees God’s presence, especially in unsettled times, and asks us to bring life into 
spaces where death of any kind threatens to take over. To bring his Light as a companion to those 
who walk in the darkness. To enact justice and do mercy, to be kindness where none of that exists. 
The center of our stability is not the Temple, nor is it this wonderful Advent Lutheran Church. It is 
our living, breathing relationship with Jesus the Christ, who was God’s instrument to claim on us 
in Baptismal waters and offer forgiveness each time we commune. Jesus, who offers his presence 
with us in his Holy Spirit and God’s promise of heaven at the end of our age. The reason we hear 
this passage at the  end of Pentecost - is to help us turn the corner toward HOPE.  Know that signs 
of the times don’t signify God’s absence, but God’s presence. 

We are almost at the end of the long, green season of Pentecost, which began 23 
weeks ago on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out, firing up a church with 
vision, that flush of energy that comes with being part of something BRAND NEW. It also leaves us 
with the eternal question to followers of Jesus, crucified and raised. Question: “How then shall we 
live?”  Answer: “Focus on God as the center of our hope.”  The God who is always with us - who is 
poised to come again. The God who rejoices and weeps with us. 

Do you remember when you skinned your knee as a child?  I’ll bet Mom or Dad (or both) 
rushed in to help, and scooped you up.  There was ointment to soothe.  Band-Aids to 
protect. Kisses to make it better.  Then a Hug to remind you of their love.   

When you were in High School, did you remember that hurt?  No, probably not.  But you 
will always remember how someone loved you, healed you.  Hold on to that thought.  It is a vision 
of hope. And as you know…Advent, the Season of Hope,  
is right around the corner.  Amen. 
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