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 If you are like me, I always think how wonderful it would be to have 

Jesus here in the flesh so that we could talk to him in person and discover 

from him answers to all the questions we all have.  Whenever someone would 

ask me, which historical figure would you want to meet if you could, my 

answer is always, Jesus of course!  I often think to myself, what a great 

advantage it would be to have Jesus with us in the flesh!  But actually, Jesus 

says, no, that wouldn’t be an advantage at all, in fact, it is to your advantage 

that I’m not here.  It is better if I go to my Father, because once I have taken 

my proper seat at the center of eternity, everything is going to be different, 

because when I have ascended, I’m going to send my Spirit back to you, and 

that Holy Spirit will guide you and teach you everything you need to know. On 

the day of Pentecost, the Spirit becomes our advantage. 

 Our first reading today is from Acts and if you look at both Luke and 

Acts together- written by the same author, you will notice an ethereal 

breathing in and out of the Holy Spirit.  Before the birth of Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit was on the move- filling the lives of people, directing them along God’s 

path of salvation.  John the Baptist, his parents Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, 

Simeon, are all said to be filled with the Spirit.  However, once Jesus begins 

his ministry, only he is said to be filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

The fullness of the Spirit of God, once blowing freely across the land, was now 

concentrated in just one person.  It’s a miracle to think that such a thing could 

even happen!  But in Jesus Christ dwelt the fullness of God.  It wasn’t until he 

ascended and rejoined the Father in eternity that he was then able to release 

the Spirit, unleashing it back into the world, setting it free to once again fill 

the lives of believers throughout all space and time.  Only this time, it is not 

just the Holy Spirit, it is Christ’s Spirit.  At his ascension, the Holy Spirit 

became the Spirit of Christ.  And to all who believe, that Spirit fills them with 

life abundant. 



 One of the first things this Spirit of abundant life empowers believers to 

do- is to communicate across linguistic lines as we see in our reading from 

Acts.  The Spirit declares the Word of God, and the declaration is this; the 

message about Jesus is for everyone, no matter who you are, no matter what 

you’ve done, no matter where you live or what language you speak, the Good 

News— about how God’s final word to us is one of compassion, not 

condemnation— knows no boundaries.  If we draw a line, the Spirit will erase 

it.  In practical terms, the Spirit empowers us to share acts of compassion 

with everyone in the world.  Feeding, clothing, giving shelter to those in need, 

these things need no translation. 

 Now some of that isn’t new, people have always taken care of their own, 

loved those who loved them.  I even heard a preacher on the radio once saying 

the same tired, old thing.  Look out for other Christians, he said.  If they are 

good, God-fearing people, love them and take care of them.  In other words, 

make an exception.  THAT is not the work of the Spirit, Jesus is quite clear 

about this, everyone naturally takes care of their own.  The work of the Spirit, 

the brand new thing that God was doing in Christ, was to take care of ALL 

people, even and perhaps especially those who differ from you.  Loving those 

who do not love you, THAT is the work of the Spirit.  That is the sign that we 

now live in a new kingdom with a new ruler. All the old ways of doing things 

have passed away, and see we are doing something new!  

 The gift of the Holy Spirit was confirmation that a new age had begun, 

a new kingdom had broken forth.  The outpouring of the Holy Spirit created, 

and continues to create, a new heaven and a new earth.  It creates a new 

heaven because our relationship with God has changed.  Rather than living as 

sinners in the hands of an angry God, we are now adopted as God’s very own 

children.  We even call the creator of existence… abba, daddy.  We approach 

him with the same confidence and innocence as a child does to their loving 

and attentive parent.  Prayer is perhaps the biggest way that our relationship 



with God has changed, because the Spirit of Christ now prays thru us, helping 

us in our weakness, taking our cares and concerns immediately and directly 

to the very heart of God.   

 The Holy Spirit also creates a brand new earth as well, because our 

relationships with one another have changed, as we’ve already talked about.  

On this new earth there is no us and them, but only God’s family, together, 

all of us, whether everyone realizes it or not.  We are all connected, one 

people, one creation, and one God who is all in all.  That is a big lesson we 

need to learn in our world right now! While not yet fully realized in time, there 

is- today, on this side of Pentecost, a new heaven and a new earth. 

 However, it is precisely this, not yet but also right now, aspect of the 

Christian faith that causes confusion for people.  It seems like regularly, 

people comment on how churches, all churches- seem to be so susceptible to 

conflict and strife.  And it is always said with a sense of dismay and a hint of 

sadness, like it’s too bad we can’t get our act together.  I think what they 

mean by that is, how come we can’t all just get along?  If we are filled with 

this new Spirit of love and life, why are we still selfish, stubborn and 

demanding?  If we are saints, why are we still sinners? 

 Paul, provides some incredibly helpful and perceptive insight into this 

very dilemma, when he says that this is because we are in the midst of labor 

pains.  Those who have come under the power of the Spirit but still live in this 

world, the now but not yet- tension, it’s as if we are giving birth to our souls.  

It’s like we are experiencing the creation of our salvation, one sin- one 

forgiveness- at a time.  We are all well familiar with the internal struggle we 

face in our lives; Paul talks about this in terms of groaning inwardly.  Giving 

birth is a struggle, full of pain and frustration, with momentary flashes of 

hopelessness and despair.  But in the process, in the midst of this struggle, 

new life is being born.  One sliver of light at a time, hope rises like the dawn.  

We should be no more dismayed at our conflicts and struggles, than the 



mother is at the labor pains of birth.  Despite the pain, something new and 

wonderful is happening to us.  The Spirit of Christ has been unleashed and is 

being poured out among us, leading us, inspiring us, empowering us, to live 

this new way of Christ. 

 St. Paul leaves us today with a word of hope.  He says, don’t be 

disheartened when the world looks at the church with judgment because we 

don’t live up to their understanding of righteousness; because Christ has 

proven the world wrong about sin and judgment and righteousness… and what 

looks to them like weakness, is actually our strength.  In Christ, God is doing 

something new and not everyone is going to understand it, but keep hope 

alive.  Because Christian hope is no regular, general sense of optimism; 

Christian hope is trusting that the God who makes promises, is going to keep 

them.  And on the day of Pentecost, God proved just how faithful he is- as the 

promises of old- finally came to pass.  Amen. 

 

 


