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“Rejoice This Day in the Goodness of the Lord!” 
Installation of Pr. Anteneh Gebreselassie - Nov 18, 2018 – John 21:1-17 

 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,  

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”  
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  

A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  

He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,  

“Do you love me?” And he said to him,  
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”                                         
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”                                                 

 
+       +       + 

 
Grace and peace to you from God the Creator, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 
 
Rejoice this day in the goodness of the Lord. That is how the Choir Called us to 

Worship earlier, and it is so appropriate, for today is a day that is unfolding out of the very 
goodness of God. Not only is it the day when we are privileged to install as our Associate 
Pastor, but it is a day when children of God from literally all over the world have come 
together to celebrate Christ’s church/Advent’s community that continues to be led by the 
Spirit and to appreciate the goodness of (as Isaiah said,) the One who gives us breath and 
spirit as we walk upon this earth.  

Normally, an installation sermon would speak of new beginnings – and new 
relationships – as a pastor here-to-fore unknown to us answered God’s call to ministry 
here, in this place.  I might speak about all the marvelous gifts that a new Pastor brings to 
add to the treasures that Advent already possesses.  I might challenge you to welcome him 
and his family or to receive him warmly as God’s called and ordained servant.  And the 
Senior Pastor might silently be wondering if the pastoral team will work as well as we all 
hope, and saying a fervent prayer that we have made the right decision.  

But I harbor no such doubts today, nor am I wondering about how this arrangement 
will work out.  Because in my heart of hearts I know that God’s hand has been on all of us 
all along.  For Pastor Anteneh and his family are already part of Advent’s story – and we 
know them far better than what paperwork and interviews can reveal. 

We were the ones privileged to show them around the Heartland, and introduce an 
entirely different way of life than they had experienced in the East or in seminary. And God 
saw that it was good, because as Advent helped shape Anteneh, he was also shaping us in 
new and different ways.  And even then, God was smiling, because God knew a secret we 
did not yet know: there would be more for all of us to learn. 

Pastor Anteneh and Advent and you and I and God have been intertwined since 
2008, when Advent was preparing for our next intern. There was one unique profile from a 



2 
 

student - a preacher/evangelist from Africa, who had come to America because he won the 
green card lottery. An Ethiopian Lutheran, seeking to be ordained in the ELCA because he 
felt called to be a missionary to North America; and was as eager to embrace a brand new 
world (as Ruth from the Hebrew scriptures was) and to commit to the idea that “your 
people will be my people...” By the time we actually met at the seminary, the Spirit had 
made it pretty clear this was our intern. And the Spirit is never wrong. 

And so it was not much of a surprise that the Spirit was sitting with us at lunch 
almost 10 years later, in D.C. Pr. Anteneh was actively in the call process. We were 
preparing for the resignation of our Associate Pastor.  I felt so proud of how confident he 
was as a pastor, and I couldn’t stop thinking…well, you know. 

The next day we lunched again, and I started a conversation, “Hypothetically…” and 
he agreed that hypothetically might be a Spirit word. We talked, we worshipped, and we 
prayed. I remember saying that I wished the timing was better for both our congregations, 
but we agreed that all the possibilities were in God’s hands, no matter what.  

Now, if you have ever doubted the power of God’s Spirit, don’t! I’m not sure what Pr. 
Anteneh and his family learned over the past 6 months – patience, maybe – but God was 
certainly dealing me (and you?) some serious lessons in trust.  And now we’re at his 
installation. 

And what great Scriptures he has chosen to be read today:  Isaiah’s understand of 
God as a rock-solid foundation. The companionship of the natural world (perhaps the hills 
of Psalm 121 will become a vision of the flint hills of Kansas). And Paul’s clarion call to 
those who would spread the gospel message of peace.  God has created. God sustains and 
strengthens. God loves.  

Today, Pastor Anteneh will confidently accept God’s call to Advent.  His ministry will 
be aligned with our church’s teachings, and he will continue to participate in study and 
prayer so that he can nourish and lead you. In addition, he will strive to be a living witness 
to God’s love in the world, whether or not the world loves him in return.  This is the 
responsibility he assumes today - as we promise to support him as pastor - pray, help and 
honor him for his work’s sake and strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ.  In 
essense, we are all saying that we will be faithful in our callings as he is faithful to his. 

And that’s where the beautiful scene between Jesus and Peter from John’s Gospel 
comes in. You preachers out there know this one in your bones, and have probably 
suspected it goes well beyond Jesus allowing Peter the chance to “undo” his three denials 
before the cock crowed. For this story speaks to all of us who have ever needed a faith “do-
over” – who’ve resisted the wise and wonderfully surprising work of the Spirit, whether by 
ignoring the tap tap tapping upon your life that God tends to do in such a persistent way – 
or just realizing how many times you have put something else ahead of your prayers, your 
worship, your life of faith, the other. Because the Spirit is wise to us.  Jesus understands us. 
And God provides opportunity after opportunity for us to hear the calling to come and see, 
to come closer and buy into the plan, to relax our grasp on worries and troubles, and 
actually trust in the amazing grace in which God wraps our lives so that we, too, can love 
the world that God loves so very much. 

So, this is not just a moment of great anticipation and new life.  It is a marking of the 
glory of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is most definitely a day of rejoicing, because 
Pastor Anteneh was listening, and has come home to teach us new things, to show us new 
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ways to serve, to help us express new kinds of love, and to walk with us as the people of 
God at Advent.  

Pastor Anteneh, Sophie, Yonni, Yohanna and Barry – welcome.  We’ve been waiting 
for you.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
Pastor Susan Langhauser 
Advent Lutheran Church, Olathe, KS 

 

Isaiah 42:5-9    Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,       who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in 

it: I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given 

you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 

He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 

Romans 10:13-17   For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call 

on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” But not all have obeyed 

the good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” So faith comes from what is heard, and 

what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

 

 


