
 

 

 

“We See Only in Part” 
11th Sunday after Pentecost – 8/25/19 – Luke 13:10-17 

 
Did you know, that even the Bible updates its own theology?  For example, some of you 

know that there are two Creation stories in the book of Genesis.  The first one is the more familiar, 
the creation of all that is, ordered by the days – Day 1, Day 2, etc. all the way through Day 7.  “And 
on the seventh day, God _______.”  Yes! God rested and the Sabbath day was established at the 
beginning of time.  Interestingly, the writers of this account of Creation just happened to be 
priests, and it was important for them to tell this foundational story, because the Sabbath was 
pretty important for priests – the origin of their vocation. 

The second Creation story begins at Genesis Chapter 2:4b, and because God is now referred 
to as LORD God, we can see that this is a different voice – probably different writers.  This time, the 
story explores the relationship between Adam, Eve and God – how they were created and how 
they started their story connected to God.  The first story is expanded and interpreted by the 
second. 

Another example is the Ten Commandments, which appears in both Exodus and 
Deuteronomy.  In Exodus, the giving of the Law to Moses on tablets, applies to God’s desire to help 
organize the community of the people of Israel who are living together in the wilderness of Sinai. 
The second time these Ten Commandments appear in Scripture is in Deuteronomy – the people 
are now living in the Promised Land - and need more than the simple rules that order the 
community.  They need a reminder that they were once slaves and that God has called them to 
extend their sabbath rest to others. This time, they are commentary, and the basis for further 
interpretation of the original 10.   

Whether Scripture is read literally or interpreted, it’s best to weigh all the parts of the story 
before we move to faithful action. So let’s take a look at today’s story, and find out what parts we 
might have been overlooking.   

The Bentover Woman.  That is the name this person has been known by for 2,000 years, 
so I thought, for the purposes of our time together, I’ll call her “Althea.”  Althea (not her real name) 
sees the world “from the knees down,” a perspective she has endured for 18 years, which was half 
of the normal lifespan. 
 Whatever her physical or mental issues were, we cannot really  relate to what is meant by 
the verse that states, “a spirit that had crippled her.” We only know from the story that she had 
become curled up more and more, getting closer and closer to the fetal position, an image of how 
Luther defined sin: the heart turned in upon itself.  Is she disabled? Well, no. Over time, she seems 
to have adapted to a view of the ground and people’s feet; of people speaking to each other over 
her back, as if she were a table. There was a feeling of fading further and further into the 
background. No one looked her in the eye anymore - or stooped down to speak to her face to face. 
She was becoming invisible. She was becoming a nuisance. She was becoming hopeless. 

But, there is another participant in the story – the Leader of Synagogue. He also has no 
name, so let’s call him “Levi.” One can assume, as the leader of the synagogue, Levi loved the Law. 
Obedience and knowledge of the law were his credentials. He was the Shepherd of his flock, the 
pastor of the people. Levi was the one who prayed for them every day. He shared their grief, 
calmed their fears, served their needs.  Levi carried the burdens of every member of the 
synagogue. 

And sometimes he got frustrated with them. Can’t you just hear the conversation in his 
head: Why did they speak prayers with no heart involved?  Why was it so hard for them to keep 



 

 

 

the Law, especially the Sabbath? And today, even the guest teacher had allowed that crazy Althea 
to disrupt the sabbath with the condition she’d had forever! Why would Jesus bend the rules, for 
this bent-over woman? After all, the Law is our identity, our very way of faith & life!  We are only 
one of the synagogues in town, we have to be careful about what people think of us!  So we have to 
find a middle ground between Mercy and the Law. 

The third Part comes from Jesus and his interaction with Althea.  Though the woman 
couldn't see him, Jesus saw her, and called her to him.  I wonder why he didn’t go to her ?  Perhaps 
he didn’t want to embarrass her by assuming she was immobile. She was not. Then the crowd - 
who was probably hoping for just such a miraculous moment as this -  made way, some actually 
seeing her for the first time, as she  continued to make her way toward the voice that called to her. 
Now, Jesus would have been sitting down to teach, so he was in the perfect position to look in her 
eyes when he said, "Woman, you are set free.” The first face she saw clearly in 18 years was the face 
of Jesus.  

He laid his hands upon her shoulders and pushed her up.  She immediately stood up - 
straight as a string - and began to praise God! That might have been when Levi could take no more, 
for only men were allowed to praise God in the synagogue. Levi objects, protecting the rules of the 
Law he serves. But Jesus chooses to use Deuteronomy to interpret the Sabbath – expanding the 
original understanding of the Law as a reminder of their freedom from bondage, their call to 
extend sabbath rest and restoration to all who were bentover, burdened or bound. The Jews knew 
what it meant to be held captive, enslaved, so for Jesus, there was no better day for liberation than 
on the Sabbath.  

Finally, the crowd and all the parts of the story converge. Now, some might be drawn to 
side with Levi - for upholding the sacred Law received from God and held without question for 
generations. Some might have been moved by the scene between Althea and Jesus - sharing her 
joy, and her praise of God, as her bent-over body unfolded. 

And here is the best moment in the whole of all the parts: the crowd rejoiced – those who 
were ashamed of themselves and repented, as well as those who responded in joy to what Jesus 
was doing in their midst. Good for them all.  But, what if, freedom and new life for someone else, 
comes at the cost of our deeply held convictions – needing a fresh look? The truth of the Gospel 
message that we bring to the world is:  it doesn’t matter what side you are on.  Both Levi and 
Althea  carried burdens - for themselves or for others – just as each of us do. And in that state,  
even when we can’t SEE Jesus in the crowd, we can hear him call our name and hear him say,  
“It’s ok, you can give me that burden you carry.  Child of God, just take my hand and be set free.” 
For “now we see only in part, but then we will see face to face.” (I Corinthians 13) Amen. 
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Resources:  Rev. Dr. Kristin Whitesides for Day1 online; Bp. Yehiel Curry in Living Lutheran; I Corinthians 13:12-13 
(NRSV) For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

 


